
ELECTRIC BICYCLE QUICK INFORMATION

Bicycle Class    N/A         Class I       Class II    Class III
CVC Definition         VC 231             VC 312.5(a)(1)  VC 312.5(a)(2) VC 312.5(a)(3)
Pedal Assisted
Throttle
Max Speed       Speed Limit      20 mph       20 mph      28 mph
Max Watts    N/A     750 watts    750 watts   750 watts
Minimum Age    None          None         None           16
Driver’s License Required   No            No                            No                            No
Helmet Required         Under 18     Under 18    Under 18      All ages
Helmet Recommended         All ages       All ages       All ages      All ages

Passengers
Only allowed on bikes specifically made for additional rider. 

Where to ride
Ride in the same direction as traffic. Use bike lanes when available. 
Do not ride on sidewalks or in crosswalks.

Signs & Signals
Obey all traffic signs and signals. Come to a complete stop at signs. Look before 
turning. 

NOTE: IT IS AGAINST THE LAW IN CALIFORNIA TO MODIFY OR TAMPER WITH ELECTRIC BICYCLES IN A WAY THAT 
CHANGES THE SPEED CAPABILITY, UNLESS THE RIDER ALSO CHANGES THE BIKES LABELED CLASSIFICATION PER 

CVC §24016(d)

CONSULT THE CALIFORNIA VEHICLE CODE AND LOCAL ORDINANCES FOR THE MOST ACCURATE INFORMATION



MOTORIZED BICYCLED & OFF-HIGHWAY MOTORCYCLE 
QUICK INFORMATION

Bicycle Class       Moped/Motorized Bicycle     Off-Highway Electric Motorcycle
CVC Definition     VC 406                             VC 436
Pedal Assisted     Yes/No                Yes/No
Permitted to Drive on Street?     Yes                    NO
Watt Information      0 - ~3000 Watts           Usually Over 750 Watts
Minimum Age         16                                            16 (unless supervised)
Driver’s License Required      Yes                                                   Yes* (VC 12501)
Registration Required      Yes                             Yes
Helmet Required                  Yes                    Yes 
Max Speed     30 mph        N/A

Where to ride
ONLY a Motorized Bicycle may ride on a public roadway.
OFF-HIGHWAY ELECTRIC MOTORCYCLES MAY ONLY RIDE ON PERMITTED 
TRAILS AND OFF HIGHWAY VEHICLE (OHV) RECREATION AREAS. 

Signs & Signals
Obey all traffic signs and signals. Come to a complete stop at signs. Look before 
turning. 

NOTE: OPERATING AN OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLE ON A PUBLIC ROADWAY MAY RESULT IN THE VEHICLE BEING TOWED

CONSULT THE CALIFORNIA VEHICLE CODE AND LOCAL ORDINANCES FOR THE MOST ACCURATE INFORMATION



MOTORIZED BOARD & MOTORIZED SCOOTER
QUICK INFORMATION

Class                    Electric Motorized Board        Electric Motorized Scooter
CVC Definition      VC 313.5                                       VC 407.5  
Permitted to Drive on Street? Highways only 35 MPH/less   Highways only 25 MPH/less*
Permitted to Drive on Sidewalk?                   Yes/No                      No
Permitted to Drive on Bay Trail?                    No                                           No 
Max Speed                                                     20 mph                             15 mph  
Minimum Age                                 16                                           15.5       
Driver’s License Required                      No                                                     Yes       
Helmet Required     Under 18    Under 18                     

Passengers 
No passengers are permitted to ride on an Electric Motorized Board or an Electric 
Motorized Scooter

Where to ride
Ride in the same direction as traffic. Use bike lanes when available. 
Do not ride on sidewalks or in crosswalks.

Signs & Signals
Obey all traffic signs and signals. Come to a complete stop at signs. Look before 
turning. 

NOTE: IF THE MOTORIZED BOARD FALLS OUTSIDE OF PARAMETERS OUTLINED WITHIN ABOVE VEHICLE CODE, IT IS 
LIKELY AN ELECTRIC SKATEBOARD AND THEY ARE PROHIBITED FOR ROADWAY USE PURSUANT TO CVC §21968
CONSULT THE CALIFORNIA VEHICLE CODE AND LOCAL ORDINANCES FOR THE MOST ACCURATE INFORMATION
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