
September 2, 2015
Mr. Gavin Moynahan
Department of Community Development
City of San Mateo
330 West 20th Avenue
San Mateo, CA  94403-1388

RE: De Anza Residences

Dear Gavin:
I have visited the site, and reviewed the progress of the design several times since February 2011. I also reviewed the City 
of San Mateo Duplex Design Guidelines which are applicable to this project.

Site Context
The site fronts on De Anza Blvd. and faces the Crystal Springs Shopping Center. An existing multifamily condominium 
project is located immediately to the west of the site, and single family homes are located substantially above the site in a 
subdivision (approximately 75 feet above De Anza). The project would occupy only a portion of the vacant land fronting 
on this stretch of De Anza Blvd., as shown on the air photo diagram below. Photos of the site and adjacent development 
are included on the following page.
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View west along De Anza to the site

The Site and adjacent multifamily residential

Adjacent multifamily residential

Crystal Springs Shopping Center across De Anza 
Blvd.

Crystal Springs Shopping Center across De Anza 
Blvd.

Adjacent multifamily residential above the site
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Issues and Concerns
When I first reviewed this project in February of 2011, the initial design had been developed to step the building up and 
back to fit with the relatively steep slope of the site. While the project had many interesting features, it was overly com-
plex (see front elevation of House 1 below).

I prepared some alternative design to suggest some approaches to simplify and improve the design. Many of those sug-
gested changes have been incorporated into this current design, and include the following changes:

• A reduction in the amount of driveway paving surface - consistent with the Duplex Design Guidelines for driveways.
• The very complex building and roof forms have been simplified, and a more balanced design created (see House 1 
elevation comparison below).

I have no further recommendations for changes.

Gavin, please let me know if you have any questions, or if there are specific issues of concern that I did not address.

Sincerely,
CANNON DESIGN GROUP

Larry Cannon 
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