






CENTRAL NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION!
SAN MATEO!!!

November 26, 2014!!
Mr. Ken Chin

Project Manager

Public Works

330 W. 20th Avenue

San Mateo, CA 94403
!
RE:	 Comments on Draft Sustainable Streets Plan
!
Dear Mr. Chin,
!
We know there will be increased growth of Downtown San Mateo and the surrounding areas.  CNA’s proximity 
between the arterials that lead to 101 and 92 will potentially add more pass through traffic to our 
neighborhood.  We would like to suggest that in the long term there are holistic traffic solutions considered to 
ensure that our neighborhood is safe and traffic does not use our Central Neighborhood residential streets as 
a cut-through to the 101 or the Downtown.  
!
We would like to submit our comments on the Draft Sustainable Streets Plan:
!
1.! We support the median on S. Grant between 5th Avenue and 9th Avenue in the Central Neighborhood.  
We have been waiting patiently for 15 years for our green pedestrian street lights in the darker areas of the 
Central Neighborhood and this would be a great step in improving our neighborhood.  These pedestrian level 
lamps would enhance safety and promote walking to the Downtown at night, reducing the need to drive and 
find parking.  Also with this major change we ask that under grounding of electrical is considered to further 
beautify the street scape. !!
2.! We support a mid-block cross walk or stop sign at 7th Avenue and S. Delaware so pedestrians can 
cross safely at this intersection.  Every intersection on 7th Avenue has a Stop Sign.   Making a left turn going 
south is difficult at this intersection.  We would also like to protect the single family homes on the west side of !
S. Delaware from 5th to 9th Avenue.  We want to preserve the residential character of our neighborhood on 
both sides of the street.  We do not want the west side of this residential block of Delaware between 5th and 
9th Avenue included in the Commercial Downtown.  Please recheck for increased speeds on S. Delaware 
between 5th and 9th Avenues.  The large and noisy SamTrans buses bring impacts for the residents along !
S. Delaware.  We need smaller buses with clean fuel.  These buses are empty. !!
3.! Raise the 8 ft sound wall on S. Amphlett so that the Central and Sunnybrae residents can have 
adequate noise mitigation from the 101 Freeway traffic.  We support sidewalks along S. Amphlett with ADA -
handicapped curbs.   An 8 ft sound wall is not adequate for the Central and Sunnybrae Neighborhoods.  !!
4.! We support a narrow traffic circle or oval at 5th at S. Humboldt.  We will need traffic calming on 
residential streets between S. Amphlett and S. Delaware as traffic speeds and volumes increase in the future. !!
5.! We support smaller trucks on residential streets and in the Downtown.  Delivery time from 8 to 11 am 
on weekdays and not during peak hours or weekends.  Large trucks are too dangerous for the pedestrians and 
children on 5th Avenue.   !!!!



6.! The outdated 2008 Truck Routes map indicates a future Truck Route on 5th Avenue from S. Humboldt 
to S. Amphlett and the 400 block of S. Humboldt.  The Central Neighborhood went through the process for 3 
years and 15 hearings on this issue.  The City Council ruled no designated Truck Routes on 5th Avenue, !
S. Humboldt, or 9th Avenue.  Please remove these locations for truck routes on 5th and S. Humboldt. The 
turning radius is too narrow for large trucks on 5th Avenue.  We do not want any parking removed in front of 
our homes.!!
7.! Zoning is currently Industrial on S. Amphlett from 5th Avenue to Folkstone and direct access for trucks 
from the 101 Freeway does not exist on either end.  S. Amphlett is a very narrow street and not a designated 
truck route.  It is time to change the zoning from Industrial to low density Residential on S. Amphlett from 5th 
Avenue to 9th Avenue. Town Homes like Arbor Rose in Sunnybrae and Marble Bay in Bay Meadows along the 
101 would be more compatible with the Central Neighborhood. !!
8.! Extend the Greenway Pedestrian Network on 5th between S. Humboldt and S. Amphlett.   Currently 
these two blocks have been excluded.  We have many children, pedestrian and bicyclists who live in this area 
of 5th Avenue, Amphlett Alley, and S. Idaho.  We have many large sycamore trees and green street lamps on 
these two blocks.   These two blocks are residential on both sides of the street. We have families with children 
who live on these two blocks from S. Humboldt to S. Amphlett.  We are a residential neighborhood.!!
9.! We need to address increased traffic volumes on local streets.  Traffic circles are not allowed at 4 way 
stop intersections although they have worked at 5th at Eldorado and San Mateo Glendale Village.  The current 
measures in the traffic calming program are inadequate to address increasing volumes on local streets. !
 !
10.! The current traffic volume is more than double the range of 1000 vehicles per day, and we need to 
reduce the the traffic volume on 5th Avenue.  These vehicles are trying to by-pass the traffic signals on 4th 
Avenue.  Why not close off the non-residential traffic so that the streets are safer for the pedestrians and 
bicyclists?  We need a planter barrier at 5th at S. Delaware to address the cut-through traffic to 101.  We would 
like to have our !
Class III bike signage on 5th from S. Delaware to S. Humboldt installed with the green bike box at Humboldt 
and 4th Avenue.  We need to follow the Bicycle Master Plan. !!
11.! We support bus stop placements closer to the commuter parking lots on 4th Avenue and the Transit 
Centers.  We are impacted with commuter parking on 4th, 5th, Idaho, S. Humboldt, and Grant with the FX on 
101 and 250 bus stops.   This 250 bus stop is in front of a convenience liquor store and generates litter at the 
stop.  The 250 bus has to cross two lanes of traffic to turn at the fire station within a 1/2 block distance.  !
This is not safe. This bus stop can be removed.  There is bus stop at 4th near S. Claremont and the Transit 
Center which is in walking distance with available parking.!!
Other Comments: !!
12.! The future metering lights at 4th and 101 will produce more back-ups into our neighborhood.  When 
there is an accident on the 101 on a Friday evening, this turns into a dangerous situation.  The cars back-up 
and redirect to 5th Avenue and S. Idaho.  Please do a trial close of this on-ramp at 4th and Idaho to check the 
traffic numbers to see what the impacts will be to the other streets.  The traffic currently backs up on North and 
South Humboldt, and the 900 block of 5th during peak times.  4th Avenue residents will not be able to back out 
of their driveways when the metering lights go on. !!
13.! Residents on 4th Avenue would like a flashing crosswalk or a stop sign at 4th at S. Grant to address the 
number of vehicular accidents at this intersection.   At the intersection of 4th at S. Humboldt, the street trees 
are hit frequently on the south side of the 1000 block of 4th Avenue (across from the Fire Station).  This area is 
very dark and needs a green street lamp in the planting strip near the sound wall.  There is a lot of broken 
glass in this planting strip when there is an accident.  We need to make sure surrounding streets including 5th 
Avenue are protected if future changes are made on 4th Avenue.!!!



14.! We would like to see an effective street cleaning process that incorporates street cleaning signs with 
posted street cleaning times that more closely align times when people are at work (i e. 9 am - 4 pm).  Street 
cleaning signs would help promote green streets in the Sustain Streets Plan.  Today, there are neighborhoods 
with high vehicle ownership and through observations residents do not move their vehicles on street cleaning 
days.  Today, the street sweepers drive down the middle of the street and quality sweeps are not possible 
when residents do not move their vehicles.  The trash, leaves, tire dust, and cigarette butts collect in the curbs.  
These items flow into the storm drains and the bay waters become more polluted.  We need a solution 
between the cleaner streets with less vehicles and the impacted streets that need more convenient street 
sweeping times with signage. !
.!
15.! We would like to see the west side of S. Claremont between 4th and 9th Avenue used as smaller 
offices for start-ups.  Small parcels can be converted to small offices with lofts and tenants need to be part of 
the TDM.  The west side of S. Claremont south of the WRC and 9th Avenue can be small office for start-ups or 
low density town homes with TDM and on-site parking.  The Kinko’s and WRC lot is ideal for a future City Hall 
with no free parking.  If housing is proposed on top we want a development that is in scale with our 
neighborhood character with car shares, zip cars, doubling the secure bike storage units, unbundled parking, 
and market rate residential parking fees, and transit passes.  There needs to be an agreement signed with 
tenants that they will not park in the residential neighborhoods. !!
We support the Draft Sustainable Street Plan, the VMT (vehicle miles travelled), and Vision Zero - no loss of 
life. !!
Sincerely,!!!
Steve DeAndre!
Maurine Killough!
Stoddard Lambertson!
Central Neighborhood Association!!!!!!!!!







 

 

November 17, 2014 
 
Mayor Robert Ross and Council 
City of San Mateo, City Hall 
330 West 20th Avenue 
San Mateo, CA 94403 
 

Honorable Mayor Robert Ross and Members of the San Mateo City Council, 

Greenbelt Alliance appreciates the opportunity to share our enthusiastic support for San Mateo’s Draft 

Sustainable Streets Plan. Greenbelt Alliance is the champion of the places that make the Bay Area special. 

We defend natural and agricultural landscapes from development while helping create great cities and 

neighborhoods to make the Bay Area an even better place to live. This visionary document is designed 

around the concept that streets should be safe, accessible and comfortable for all users, while also 

contributing to a sense of community and addressing environmental issues. 

Streets are an integral part of every city and can be designed to address multiple goals. As a region, we are 

moving towards more compact, walkable neighborhoods that are close to transit, shops, jobs and parks. 

Designing cities around people has enormous benefits for our community, our health, our economy, and 

our planet. Each city is rich in roads, the largest part of the public realm, and this resource is often 

untapped. The City of San Mateo is demonstrating leadership in re-imaging its roadways to be vital places 

that enhance our collective quality of life. 

The conceptual designs for the recommended projects on North San Mateo Drive, South Grant Street and 

portions of El Camino Real are exciting, visionary and necessary to ensure that San Mateo responds well to 

opportunities and challenges on the horizon.  

The Community 

A community thrives when it plans for the future. While our car culture grew post World War 2, recent 

demographic shifts point to the need to create streets that are safe for people who choose to walk, ride 

their bike and take transit. This is a result of an aging population where driving is either no longer an 

option or desirable, and the preferences of the largest generation in history, the Millennials, who seem to 
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be shunning cars1. The Draft Sustainable Streets Plan, when implemented, will meet the needs of an 

evolving city. Streets are for all users, ages 8 to 80 (and beyond), and many of these people do not use a car, 

so the Plan is inclusive by focusing on people trips in addition to car trips. 

Over the course of a year, the City of San Mateo held community workshops and the educational series, 

Taste and Talk. Well-attended and robust, these gave people an opportunity to understand the numerous 

benefits of complete, green streets. The Plan’s website is informative and easy to navigate, and the 

resources can be shared with other cities. San Mateo has done an excellent job of informing the community 

of the process and Plan and staff should be commended for this. 

Healthy Places 

Cities that are designed around people tend to be healthier places. According to Smart Growth America, the 

U.S. spent $83 billion2 caring for diabetes patients in 2008 alone. Crosswalks, bike paths and other 

measures to increase more walking and cycling trips can lower obesity rates and diabetes risk. 

The San Mateo County Health System has made increasing physical activity a cornerstone in their efforts to 

improve public health. Some of the worst traffic congestion comes in the morning when parents drive their 

kids to school. Ensuring safer routes to schools and parks can allow more kids to walk or ride their bike, 

which addresses childhood obesity. In San Mateo County, 25% of all children are overweight or obese.  The 

City of San Mateo has an opportunity to say yes to streets that make the healthy choice- walking and riding 

a bike- the easy choice.  

Strong Economy 

Not only do more walkable streets create healthier communities, they are good for business too. Realtors 

use Walk Score to demonstrate the increased value of their properties. Wider sidewalks, street trees and 

pedestrian-scaled lighting in business districts attract new businesses and increase sales tax revenue, as 

various studies3 continue to report.  

And bicycling means business4: bike lanes have been connected to an increase in sales receipts all over the 

country, including in a Memphis neighborhood where residents took matters into their own hands by 

painting bike lanes. Six months later, all of the storefronts- half of which had been vacant- were full. And 

when it comes to a smart, economical investment, bike infrastructure is a far better value than car parking. 

Implementing the Draft Plan is something the City can afford to do and will reap the rewards in return! 

 

                                                                 

1 Emily Badger, The Chicago Tribune: Why millennials are shunning cars, Oct. 15, 2014 
2 Blaire Briody, Kaiser Health News, Diabetes: Hospital Bills Cost U.S. $83 Billion a Year, August 19, 2010 
3 Sara Hammerschmidt, Urban Land Institute, The Economic Value of Pedestrian Infrastructure and Amenities, June 
12, 2014 
4 Tanya Snyder, Streetsblog USA, Bicycling Means Business: How Cycling Enriches People and Cities, March 8, 2013 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/classified/automotive/sns-wp-washpost-bc-millennials14-20141014-story.html
http://sustainablestreetssanmateo.com/tasteandtalk/
http://www.smartgrowthamerica.org/issues/healthy-communities-and-people/
http://kaiserhealthnews.org/news/diabetes-cost-ft/
http://smchealth.org/sites/default/files/docs/SMC_GetHealthyBooklet_Final.pdf
http://www.walkscore.com/professional/real-estate-professionals.php
http://www.walkscore.com/professional/real-estate-professionals.php
http://uli.org/infrastructure-initiative/uli-research-roundup-economic-value-pedestrian-infrastructure-amenities/
http://usa.streetsblog.org/2013/03/08/bicycling-means-business-how-cycling-enriches-people-and-cities/
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Caring for our Environment 

Living in more compact, walkable neighborhoods is good for the planet; something that Greenbelt Alliance 

began promoting decades ago. According to city planner Jeff Speck5, “changing all your light bulbs to energy 

savers saves as much energy in a year as moving to a walkable city does in a week.” He also addresses the 

environmental health connection in that, “Fourteen Americans die each day from asthma, three times what 

it was in the 1990s, and it’s almost all coming from car exhaust. American pollution does not come from 

factories anymore, it comes from tailpipes.” Reducing the need to drive and making walking and cycling 

more pleasant has a ripple effect across the environment. 

At the same time, green streets help filter storm water runoff, thereby protecting creek and bay health. 

They also add urban green space, provide wildlife habitat and improve air quality. The Draft Plan addresses 

all of this and more. One would be hard pressed to find a reason as to why this would be bad for San Mateo. 

Conclusion 

Green, complete streets serve multiple functions, from managing storm water to providing healthy 

transportation options to increasing foot traffic and sales tax revenues. The Draft Plan lays out the benefits 

well. Greenbelt Alliance applauds the City of San Mateo for being a regional leader on this issue. We 

encourage the City Council’s support of the Draft Plan as it carefully and artfully lays out the vision for safe, 

green, attractive streets for all. 

Sincerely, 

 

Michele Beasley 
Regional Director 

 

                                                                 

5 Jeff Speck, TED talk, The Walkable City, Sept. 2013, (14:15 and 9:27 respectively) 

http://www.ted.com/talks/jeff_speck_the_walkable_city?language=en#t-546958

