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RECOMMENDATION 
Review the Civic Arts Committee’s recommendation to place the “San Mateo Bridge” sculpture 
by Charles Ginnever in Linear Park in the Bay Meadows development and make a 
recommendation to the City Council regarding the placement of the sculpture in the public 
park. 

 
BACKGROUND 
In 2005, the City adopted the Art in Public Places ordinance, which requires new development 
projects either to install publicly visible art as part of the project or contribute a percentage of 
the cost of the project for the Art in Public Places fund. The fund finances the acquisition of 
public art by the City in order to promote cultural and artistic outlets and to improve the 
environment, image and character of the community.   
 
As part of their negotiated Development Agreement for the Bay Meadows project, Wilson 
Meany, the master developer, agreed to contribute a total of $1 million for public art to be 
located within the development in order to fulfill their Art in Public Places requirement. Wilson 
Meany plans to locate a portion of public art in the Linear Park that is being constructed as part 
of the project. The Linear Park is similar to the previously constructed Paddock and Community 
parks in that it will be developed by Bay Meadows but dedicated as a public park and 
maintained by the City. Any public art that is required by the Art in Public Places program and is 
located in a public park needs to be reviewed by both the Civic Arts Committee  (CAC) and the 
Park and Recreation Committee before being presented to the City Council for final review and 
approval. 

Item # 1 



Parks and Recreation Commission Administrative Report May 7, 2014 
Installation of “San Mateo Bridge” in Linear Park  Page 2 
 

 
The CAC has had a long-standing goal to obtain a work of art by San Mateo-born artist Charles 
Ginnever.  Charles Ginnever is a world renowned artist who has had works exhibited 
throughout the United States and Europe and is included in the collections of the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, and the Cantor Center for Visual 
Arts at Stanford.  Members of the CAC encouraged Wilson Meany to obtain the “San Mateo 
Bridge” work for the Bay Meadows project. Images of the “San Mateo Bridge” work are 
included as Attachment 1 of this report. A biography of Charles Ginnever is included as 
Attachment 2. 
 
Wilson Meany presented a proposal to the CAC at their March 10, 2014 meeting to purchase 
“San Mateo Bridge” and to locate it in the turf area of Linear Park. The proposed location of the 
work is shown in Attachment 3. The CAC made a motion to approve the purchase and 
installation of the work and to forward it to the Park and Recreation Commission for review.  
 
Following that meeting, staff from Parks and Recreation identified some concerns about the 
proposed placement of the piece in Linear Park. The concerns are: 

• Locating the sculpture in the middle of the turf area will make on-going maintenance of 
the park more difficult and will require a special mower to access the area around the 
sculpture. 

• They have concerns about safety and liability from children climbing on the sculpture 
and using it as a piece of playground equipment. Turf is not considered an acceptable 
resilient surface to cushion a fall. 

These concerns were brought to the CAC at their April 14, 2014 meeting. Wilson Meany stated 
that they could place a no-mow zone around the work and plant it with materials that would 
limit direct public access to the sculpture. Parks and Recreation staff stated that the no-mow 
zones in the other Bay Meadows park have been labor intensive to maintain. As another 
alternative, Wilson Meany and Parks and Recreation staff identified another possible location 
for the piece in another segment of Linear Park, as shown in Attachment 4. 
 
In response to the Parks and Recreation staff concerns, the CAC made the following motion, 
which passed unanimously, to: 

“Forward the review of the installation of the “San Mateo Bridge” piece in Linear 
Park to the Parks and Recreation Commission for their May 7th meeting. The CAC 
states that they have a strong preference for the piece to be located in the lawn 
area but that they have a stronger preference to make sure the piece is acquired 
if an alternate location in Bay Meadows is deemed necessary. The CAC has 
evaluated the public safety risk of locating the piece in the lawn area and does 
not think it is high. 
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The CAC prefers that the piece be located in the lawn area for the following 
reasons: 

• The piece can be better viewed from a distance and from all angles on 
the lawn 

• The piece would be more approachable to the public 
• The lawn location allows for the interaction of light and shade over the 

course of the day 
• The lawn location was requested by the applicant and by the artist” 

 
Parks and Recreation staff recommends that if it is the Commission’s preference to locate the 
sculpture in the lawn area as originally proposed and as recommended by the CAC that a fall 
zone space of 6’ around the sculpture consisting of wood fiber material to a 12” depth be 
provided with provisions for sub-drainage, and bordered by a 6” wide concrete edge, all as 
approved by the Department of Parks and Recreation, to cushion falls from those who may 
climb the sculpture. 
 
BUDGET IMPACT 
 
Wilson Meany will be responsible for the cost to acquire and install the art work. In addition, 
Wilson Meany will be required to maintain the sculpture in case of damage or vandalism. Parks 
and Recreation staff anticipates an increased cost to maintaining the landscaping in Linear Park 
due to the need to replenish the wood fiber material. Staff will be exploring with Bay Meadows 
their interest in assuming responsibility for the upkeep of the wood fiber. 
 
NOTICE PROVIDED 
Regular Commission notification process. A copy of this report was provided to the members of 
the Civic Arts Committee. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
Attachment 1 – Image of “San Mateo Bridge” 
Attachment 2 – Charles Ginnever Biography 
Attachment 3 – Proposed location in Linear Park 
Attachment 4 – Alternate proposed location in Linear Park 
   
STAFF CONTACT Kathy Kleinbaum, Senior Management Analyst 
 kkleinbaum@cityofsanmateo.org  
 650-522-7153 
  
 
cc:    Matt Bronson, Interim Community Development Director   
   Sheila Canzian, Parks and Recreation Director 
   Civic Arts Committee 

mailto:kkleinbaum@cityofsanmateo.org


Attachment 1: 
“San Mateo Bridge” by Charles Ginnever 
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Attachment 3: 
Proposed Placement of “San Mateo Bridge”  

In Linear Park 
 

 



Attachment 4: 
Alternate Location for 

Placement of “San Mateo Bridge” In Linear Park 
North Segment of Linear Park 
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